Rotary Club of Metro
NYC E-newsletter
SEPTEMBER 14, 2012

WWW.ROTARYMETRONYC.ORG.

SUMMER 2012

New York Cares Day Spring
Saturday, April 21, 2012

Members from the Metro NYC club joined thousands of fellow New Yorkers
on Saturday, April 21st getting their hands dirty to clean up the city for New
York Cares Day Spring. This important day of service - formerly known as
Hands on New York Day – focused, for the first time, on our city's
waterfront. Volunteers worked on Oakwood Beach on Staten Island to make
it cleaner and more accessible, in addition to planting, mulching,
composting, and painting in parks around the city.
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5 Boro Bike Tour
Saturday, April 23, 2012

Stefan Jekel and Jens Nachtigal
of Metro NYC club participated in
the 5 Boro Bike Tour. Other
members helped out at the
water station as well. Held
annually the first Sunday in
May, the TD Five Boro Bike Tour
is America’s largest cycling
event.
The
event
provides
participants the unique and fun
experience to bike through all
five boroughs – a 40 mile,
traffic-free ride for 32,000
cyclists.
Starting just north of Battery Park, the tour ran up Manhattan, through
Central Park, around a brief loop in the Bronx and down to the Queensboro
Bridge passing countless New York City icons on the way. After a ride over
the Pulaski bridge passing through Brooklyn, riders enjoyed an incredible
view from the lower deck of the Verrazano Bridge. The tour ended on
Staten Island for a lively outdoor Festival, including bike demos, giveaways,
games, food, product samples, stretching, massage, photo booths, and
official Bike New York merchandise on sale. Proceeds from the event fund
Bike New York’s education programs.

Elizabeth D Moore
Wednesday, May 13, 2012

Our club was honored to have Elizabeth D.
Moore, general counsel of Consolidated
Edison Co. of New York Inc. She spoke of her
career with former Governor Cuomo, her
lifelong dedication to diversity and inclusion,
and her commitment to community service.
The discussion was lively.
Named to her current position as general
counsel of Consolidated Edison Co. of New
York Inc. in May 2010, Elizabeth D. Moore is
the chief legal officer for one of the nation’s
largest investor-owned energy companies. Prior to joining the utility, Moore
was a partner at Nixon Peabody L.L.P., counseling clients in the areas of
public finance, government regulation and employment law, co-chairing the
firm’s Diversity Action Committee and establishing an award-winning
inclusion program.
She previously served in the administration of former New York Governor
Mario Cuomo for 12 years, culminating her tenure as counsel to the
governor from 1991 to 1994. In this role, she directed the executive
chamber’s legal staff in negotiating on behalf of the governor’s legislative
and budget priorities.
While she has accomplished much professionally, she is most proud of her
efforts to have Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday recognized as a state
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holiday. Moore sits on the board of trustees at Cornell University, the
University of Rochester, and Burke Rehabilitation Hospital. Human Resource
Executive named her among its 100 Most Powerful Employment Attorneys
in America.

A Conversation with Chancellor Dennis Walcott
Wednesday, May 30, 2012

We were honored to have
Chancellor
Walcott
speak
about
his
career
and
commitment to community
service. Dennis M. Walcott is
Chancellor of the New York
City Department of Education.
As
Chancellor,
Walcott
oversees a system of almost
1,700 schools with 1.1 million
students, 136,000 employees,
and a $23 billion budget.
Building on Mayor Bloomberg’s
Children First reforms, Chancellor Walcott is committed to cultivating
teacher talent; expanding school choices for families so that students attend
schools that best meet their individual needs; creating strong partnerships
with parents; and preparing students to graduate from high school and
succeed in college and careers. Prior to his appointment as Chancellor,
Walcott served as Mayor Bloomberg’s Deputy Mayor for Education and
Community Development for more than eight years.
He has served on numerous boards including Carver Bank Corporation,
Primary Care Development Corporation, and the former New York City
Board of Education. He has also served as an adjunct professor of social
work at York College and as a talk show radio host.

Jeffrey A. Friedman, The Retreat
Wednesday, June 13, 2012

Jeffrey Friedman, Executive
Director,
The
Retreat,
presented at our club about
his
organization.
The
Retreat’s
mission
is
to
provide safety, shelter, and
support
for
victims
of
domestic abuse and to break
the cycle of family violence.
In pursuit of its mission, The
Retreat annually provides
help
for
thousands
of
families. The organization provides numerous services to protect victims,
provide safety and help them get back on their feet to live productive lives.
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In 20111 alone, the Shelter served 70 women and 64 children. The
counseling program served 310 clients (including children). The Retreat
provided 5,932 services of information, referrals, and personal advocacy to
473 clients—and provided support, information, and referrals to 3,162
hotline callers. For more information on The Retreat please visit:
www.theretreatinc.org.

Cam Calkoen from New Zealand
Wednesday, July 11, 2012

We welcomed Cam Calkoen
who is a member of the Rotary
Club of Takapuna North, New
Zealand, where he was the
ambassador to a NZ$4 million
project. He is now traveling
the world as a motivational
speaker:
Cam’s
charisma,
spark, passion, and ability to
motivate has seen him speak
in front of audiences around
the world, from the Prime
Minister’s Social Hero Awards
(NZ), to Cabinet officers in Japan, Villages in Vanuatu and Schools in
London through to sports Clubs and corporate offices (including Vodafone
NZ).
His presentation was very lively and humorous and entertained the club. To
learn more about Cam, please visit his web site: www.camcalkoen.com.

Rotary International Group Study Exchange,
District 7230
Wednesday, July 25th, 2012

Our club welcomed – Back from Italy - the Rotary International Group
Study Exchange, District 7230.
Many of you remember the Group Study Exchange visitors from Apulia,
Italy from last year. In return, Cassandra Eng, Diana Wong, Lucinda
Hicks-Beach Quinn, Roshni Karwa, and Veronical Medina from our district
7230 have just spent a month in the Apulia region of Italy, learning
about businesses, culture, visiting local Rotary clubs, reuniting with
Rotary friends who were here one year ago, and enjoying Italian food and
culture. We were entertained to hear all about their experiences in Italy.
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Summer Social Rooftop Fundraiser
Wednesday, August 8, 2012

We gathered and relaxed on one of Manhattan’s most amazing rooftops. We
enjoyed fellowship alongside stunning city views on Manhattan. Food and
cocktails were prepared and served by our members.
All proceeds to benefit our Haiti hydroelectric project.
The event took place on 39 East 29th Street beween Park and Madison Aves
on the rooftop—courtesy of member Pri deSilva.
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New York Cares Day Fall
Saturday, October 13, 2012

On Saturday, October 13 from 9:30
AM to 3:00PM, thousands of
volunteers will roll up their sleeves
again to revitalize public schools on
New York Cares Day.
The Rotary Club of Metro NYC will
be joining hands with the Rotary
Club of New York, the Rotary Club
of Wall Street, and other Rotarians
as well as Rotaract United Nations
as one team—Rotary New York
Joins Hands! We’ll paint murals,
plant
gardens,
and
organize
libraries to create more welcoming
environments for NYC public School
students.
To participate in this event, please
click on “Join Our Team” on our “Rotary NY Joining Hands” website, which
you find by following the link below:
Http://www.newyorkcaresday.org/faf/r.asp?t=4&i=1034041&u=1034041333418868
About New York Cares Day Fall 2012:
New York cares Day Fall is a day of service in cooperation with New York
Cares. Thousands of volunteers work together to make about 90 New York
City public schools cleaner and brighter places for the education of the New
York City’s children.

6

St. Francis Xavier Welcome Table Soup Kitchen
July 22, August 19, and September 16, 2012

Rotary of Metro NYC participates
in its monthly event to assist at
St Francis Xavier Mission’s soup
kitchen
on
February
21st.
Parishioners of St. Francis
Xavier Church took the initiative
to start St. Francis Xavier
Mission’s Welcome Table soup
kitchen in 1982. This evolved as
a response to the needs of the
homeless population in our
Manhattan
neighborhood
of
Chelsea at that time. Every
Sunday, a day when most other
soup kitchens in NYC are closed, approximately 700 meals are served to
people in need.
There are two shifts of volunteers. We will be helping in the second one
from 11.45 am - 3.30 pm. The tasks include: Putting hot meal items on
plates and trays, working at the food stations giving out extras (coffee/
bread, water, etc), washing & rinsing trays, general clean up after the
distribution.
Our Rotary Metro team is signed on a monthly basis for a group of 5
volunteers under Rotary Metro. The soup kitchen is located at 55 West 15th
street, just east of 6th Ave (bet. 6th and 5th) on the north side of the street
(This is the entrance to the Church of St. Francis Xavier offices). Those
interested should contact our team coordinator Clemens Schmid.

Metro NYC Rotary Club Meetings
The Rotary Cub of Metro NYC is now a participant in the Rotary Meeting
Frequency Pilot Program. To this effect, our club has decided to meet twice
a month, each second and fourth Wednesday.
Our dinner meetings start at 7:30 PM at:

Dopo Teatro Trattoria
125 West 44th St
New York, NY 10036
www.dopoteatro.com
Please send an email to rsvp@rotarymetronyc.org if you are planning to
attend.
If you are interested to know more about us and join for any of our
upcoming meetings or events please visit our web site at:
www.rotarymetronyc.org

7

