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Scott Williams—Men’s Health Network
Wednesday, March 27, 2013

Scott Williams of the Men’s Health Network
presented to us on the topic of heart health
and
cardiovascular
disease.
Based
in
Washington, DC, Men’s Health Network (MHN)
is a national non-profit organization whose
mission is to reach men, boys, and their
families where they live, work, and pray with
health
promoting
messages
and
tools,
screening programs, educational materials,
advocacy opportunities, and patient navigation
to promote increased health among men.
Afterward, Scott’s presentation was followed
by a lively question and answer session.

Meet Rotary International’s New Generations:
During World Rotaract Week
Wednesday, March 13, 2013

This day was the 45th anniversary of Rotaract!
The Rotaract Club at the UN (RCUN) was
founded in 1995 and many of our members
have previously been members of RCUN. It is
an outstanding group of young professionals
who work or live in the greater NYC area and
are interested in making a difference in our
community. Our two clubs partner on several
occasions. Rita Shulgina and Michael Lipton,
Co-Presidents
2012/2013
of
the
RCUN
discussed more about their experiences with
Rotaract.
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The RCUN has been working with the Fraternite Notre Dame for over 15
years, current activities include birthday parties for the kids, and Culture
Introduction Day to introduce the kids to other nationalities, cultures,
languages, and food. The next activity is Germany Day, planned for April
20. RCUN is working on a Gift of Life fundraiser in April or May 2013 to
which Rotary Club Metro NYC is invited. For more information please see:
www.facebook.com/rotaractnewyorkcity.

Lisa Howard, Rotary International
Ambassadorial
Scholar
from
Barbados
in
District
7030,
pursuing an MS in Sustainability
Management
at
Columbia
University,
was
present
and
briefly discussed her experiences
with this program.
The Rotary Foundation’s oldest
and best-known program, the
Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar program was founded in 1947. Since then,
more than 40,000 men and women from about 100 nations have studied
abroad under its auspices. Today, it is one of the world’s largest privately
funded international scholarship programs. Nearly 700 scholarships were
awarded for study in 2009-10. Through grants totaling approximately US$
16.2 million, recipients from about 70 countries studied in more than 80
nations.

Noah Schwartz—Wine Writer
Wednesday, February 27, 2013

Our club was honored to have Noah Schwartz, a wine
writer, discuss his path and passion for writing about
wines. Noah spent almost 15 years as an investor
relations consultant to blue chip companies based in the
UK, Continental Europe, South Africa, and Japan. A year
ago, he joined Direct Wines, the world’s largest mail
order wine merchant (operating internationally in the
UK, USA, Australia, Hong Kong, Switzerland, India,
Poland, and Germany) as a wine writer. Check out www.laithwaites.co.uk
for more insight.
In inspirational story about following your passion and your real friends
agreeing you are good at it and encouraging you to pursue it (creative
writing in Noah’s case). If you cannot put your finger on what that passion
is just yet, think about it a lot more seriously before doing anything rash—
you may get there eventually, and pick up valuable skills along the way.
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2013 Polio Immunization Program—India
February 15-26, 2013

Rotary Metro NYC’s immediate past president, Stefan Jekel, traveled to
India to participate in India’s National Polio Immunization activities as part
of National Immunization Day (NID). He and other attendees visited the
Rotary Clubs of Jaipur, Delhi-Mid Town, Delhi Southwest, and Delhi
Chanakyapuri. A visit to the Jaipur Limb factory, a well known Rotary
project that provides artificial limbs to those in need, was arranged.
Attendees also visited St. Stephen’s Hospital, a facility in Delhi specializing
in post polio surgeries and India’s Chief Minister’s residence to receive polio
eradication briefings. Stefan and attendees participated in vaccination
stations throughout the high-risk neighborhoods of Sonepat, outside of
Delhi. Afterward, house-to-house immunization activities were undertaken
in Sonepat.

Hillary Richard McNamara, Travel Writer
Wednesday, February 13, 2012

Hillary R. McNamara presented to our club her experiences as a travel
writer. Hillary is a writer, editor, and photographer specializing in lifestyle
and travel. She loves the great outdoors and the urban jungle equally. A
graduate of Boston University (magazine journalism), Hillary started her
career as travel writer while living in Europe. She has lived in Boston, Cape
Cod, Brooklyn, various parts of New Jersey, Australia, and Ireland. Hillary
has visited over 25 countries and half the US. Check out:
www.hillarymcnamara.com for more information.
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Winter Evening Social: Mulled Wine
Sunday, February 10, 2013

A Sunday evening social for
members was held at the
residence of immediate past
president, Stefan Jekel, to
help bring the new year to a
warm start. Mulled wine and
food were served to the
delight of all who attended.

Bill Currie: Gift of Life
Wednesday, January 23, 2013

We welcomed Bill Currie of the Gift of Life
who presented on this program. Bill is a
dedicated Rotarian (RC of New York) and a
long-standing friend of our club. Gift of
Life is one of Rotary International’s
Service Programs helping children in need
from developing coutries who require
corrective heart surgery. He is part of the
core team of District 7230’s Gift of Life
initiatives
and
he
shared
major
accomplishments with us—as well as an
outlook
on
the
upcoming
annual
fundraiser.

4

Dinner and Two Movies
Wednesday, January 7th, 2013

Our club kicked off the year with
a member-cooked dinner,
featuring food and wine pairing.
In addition, two amazing short
films were screened, followed by
a Q&A with the filmmakers.
Teta—“teta” (Grandma) is a
award-winning Lebanese short
film produced with grants from
the National Geographic Society
and the Doha Film Institute. Set
in Byblos, an historic town in
Lebanon with a prominent Maronite Christian community, a family’s life is
turned upside down when their Virgin Mary icon sheds tears. “teta” has
screened at numerous festivals around the world including the Doha-Tribeca
Film Festival, Cannes Short Film Corner, and National Geographic All Roads
Film Festival. Written and directed by Rotaracter Merva Faddoul, you can
find more information at: www.tetamovie.com.
Flickering Angels—Children are the future of nations, but, a teeming
multitude of such guileless hearts are ruined. Children of convicts—
especially the girls—are trafficked, and the boys are dumped as heaps of
laborers across the length and breadth of the world. The documentary
captures the journeys of a few girls in the State of West Bengal (India) who
have either lost their parents to unpropitous fate or are separated from
them. Co-produced by Rotarian Bharat Jalan, further information can be
found at: http://gaurangfilms.com/rising.html.

Armstead Johnson: Director, Jubilee Center
Wednesday, December 12, 2012

Armstead Johnson, Director of the
Jubilee Center in Hoboken, NJ was our
guest. Established as The Homework
Club in 1996, the Jubilee Center is an
after school and summer safe haven
for children in Hoboken’s public
housing neighborhood; a neighborhood
with a history of poverty and drugrelated arrests. Every day, the center’s
counselors pick up children from
Hoboken schools and walk them back to the Jubilee Center to attend its
afterschool program. Armstead shared insights in the success and
challenges of the Jubilee Center. For more information see:
www.jubileecenterhoboken.org.
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Holiday Party and Toy Drive
Wednesday, December 5, 2012

Continuing
our
tradition
(jointly with the Rotaract Club
at the UN and the Rotary Club
of Harlem) we organized and
hosted our annual holiday
party toy drive to benefit the
children of Fraternite Notre
Dame’s soup kitchen. The
event was a huge success with
a great turnout. Approximately
300 toys were collected for the
children of the Fraternity Notre
Dame’s soup kitchen which we
support monthly through our volunteer efforts! Everyone was requested to
donate a toy that evening yielding a van full of toys for the children fed by
Fraternite Notre Dame.

St. Francis Xavier Welcome Table Soup Kitchen
December 23 (2012), January 13, February 10, and March 10, 2013

Rotary of Metro NYC participates
in its monthly event to assist at
St Francis Xavier Mission’s soup
kitchen on February 21st.
Parishioners of St. Francis
Xavier Church took the initiative
to start St. Francis Xavier
Mission’s Welcome Table soup
kitchen in 1982. This evolved as
a response to the needs of the
homeless population in our
Manhattan neighborhood of
Chelsea at that time. Every
Sunday, a day when most other
soup kitchens in NYC are closed, approximately 700 meals are served to
people in need.
There are two shifts of volunteers. We will be helping in the second one
from 11.45 am - 3.30 pm. The tasks include: Putting hot meal items on
plates and trays, working at the food stations giving out extras (coffee/
bread, water, etc), washing & rinsing trays, general clean up after the
distribution.
Our Rotary Metro team is signed on a monthly basis for a group of 5
volunteers under Rotary Metro. The soup kitchen is located at 55 West 15th
street, just east of 6th Ave (bet. 6th and 5th) on the north side of the street
(This is the entrance to the Church of St. Francis Xavier offices). Those
interested should contact our team coordinator Clemens Schmid.
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Metro NYC Rotary Club Meetings
The Rotary Cub of Metro NYC is now a participant in the Rotary Meeting
Frequency Pilot Program. To this effect, our club has decided to meet twice
a month, each second and fourth Wednesday.
Our dinner meetings start at 7:30 PM at:

Dopo Teatro Trattoria
125 West 44th St
New York, NY 10036
www.dopoteatro.com
Please send an email to rsvp@rotarymetronyc.org if you are planning to
attend.
If you are interested to know more about us and join for any of our
upcoming meetings or events please visit our web site at:
www.rotarymetronyc.org
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